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Lacrosse thriller

Zimmer nets overtime winner, St. Clair
beats Port Huron United. 1B

Weather

High 85° ❚ Low 62°
Warm, partly cloudy.
Forecast, 2A

Capitol security: House approves $1.9
billion to strengthen building’s defenses.
5A

When Port Huron resident Heather
Fagan and others were creating their
nonprofit’s name, an organization to en-
courage urban agriculture and educa-
tion in St. Clair County, two words stood
out.

Seed and soul.
And so Seed & Soul Society was cre-

ated, which Fagan and the other foun-
ders want to put as much love, heart and
soul into as they can.

“’Cause if you don’t, what’re you do-
ing it for?,” she said.

Fagan, along with Shannon Raynard,
Lisa Green and Tyler Moldovan, recent-
ly formed the nonprofit, which focuses
on sustainable agriculture and mutual
growth.

“It’s a grassroots organization that’s 

SEED & SOUL

Seed & Soul Society founding member Heather Fagan and St. Clair County Farm Museum board member Bob Sullivan talk
before planting onions on a farm plot in Goodells County Park on May 14. PHOTOS BY BRYCE AIRGOOD/TIMES HERALD

Nonprofit aims to increase access to fresh food

See SEED, Page 4A
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Sullivan plants onions on a farm plot in Goodells County Park.

The St. Clair County Sheriff Depart-
ment is continuing its search for Na-
dine Moses, and is urging the public to
continue to be on the lookout for the
84-year-old Casco Township resident. 

Moses went missing from her home
in the early morning
hours of May 4. She was
driving a dark blue 2011
Ford Edge SUV with a
Michigan handicap
plate of C8932. The ve-
hicle has a Minnie
Mouse antennae topper
and damage to the front

right fender.
The sheriff department asks that

everyone continue to remain on the
lookout and check their property, es-
pecially if you have a separate lane
leading to an isolated area.

“Along with the work we are doing,
we continue to hope and pray we re-
ceive information on Nadine’s where-
abouts,” said St. Clair County Sheriff
Mat King. “If anyone locates Nadine or
her vehicle, we ask that you immedi-
ately call the Sheriff’s Office at (810)
985-8115 or your local police agency.”

Moses' family reported her missing
in the early evening hours of May 4
when she didn't appear at a family
member's home as expected and calls
to her cell phone went to voicemail, the
sheriff department said. 

At the time she went missing, she
had $50 in cash and a full tank of gas.
Her credit or debit card has not been
used since she went missing, nor has
she been seen or heard from, accord-
ing to the department. 

Moses is described as being about
5-foot-1 and weighing about 130
pounds, with white hair and blue eyes.
She is believed to be wearing a gray
fleece zip-up. She is also said to be
having memory problems.

Since then, the sheriff department
has issued a be-on-the-lookout state-
wide and nationwide. She was entered 

Sheriff
continues
search for
missing
woman

See MOSES, Page 4A
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Moses

Local health officials aren’t sure how
long it will be before the community
faces another coronavirus surge — if at
all. And what Dr. Annette Mercatante
called “the big confusion” surrounding
where and when to wear a mask after
state and federal guidelines were al-

tered this month may be a big reason
why.

As new COVID-19 cases continue to
level off, the St. Clair County medical
health officer said the mask debate hap-
pening locally is the same everywhere
else. But in an interview Wednesday,
she said they hoped a “stalling of vacci-
nation” against the virus wouldn’t un-
necessarily put people at risk — even as
the weather warms and people move

outdoors, where it’s safer to gather.
According to the Michigan Depart-

ment of Health and Human Services,
those gathering outdoors generally
don’t need to wear a mask regardless of
vaccination status, while mask-wearing
guidance persists for those in most situ-
ations if not fully immunized.

“I think what’s happening, though, is
it’s being misinterpreted as masks are
no longer needed,” Mercatante said.

“The problem with that is masks are
very much still needed in high-risk situ-
ations or even moderate-risk situations.

“So, if you’re indoors and unvaccinat-
ed and going to be in a close group of
people (whose) vaccination status is
unknown, or they’re not (vaccinated), it
is strongly encouraged for you to still
wear masks. And I think that’s not how 

‘Nice summer’ despite COVID? Health official says that’s up to you

See SUMMER, Page 4A
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Craft Show Sale
Saturday, May 22nd

25% Off
Entire Purchase

In-Store Only

Village Green PlazaVillage Green Plaza
2311 Gratiot •Marysville2311 Gratiot •Marysville
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Due to the holiday,
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people are interpreting this.”
By Thursday, there were 18,197 total coronavirus

cases in the county and 404 deaths, according to the
county’s data dashboard.

That’s an increase of 251 more cases and 10 reported
deaths in the previous week.

Currently, Mercatante said the county is at 20 to 30
new cases a day.

“That’s a lot of cases for our staff, quite honestly. It

really is,” she said, referring to contact tracers follow-
ing transmission after new COVID cases are reported.
“We’ve actually added some temporary staff there.
Their employment is coming to an end because they
were there for clinics.

“It’ll be hard for us to keep up the pace of identifying
high-risk, contagious situations and trying to do
things that would reduce the spread of that virus in
those situations at a rate that we have right now. So, it
might be a nice summer, or it might not.”

Health department advises people to be
careful, and ‘watch the data’

The virus’ second of four surges in St. Clair County
came last summer. And since, they’ve each set new
records in the number of people testing positive —
reaching hundreds of new cases a day by early April —
as well as the number of those becoming hospitalized
and dying.

With roughly 43% of the population vaccinated,
Mercatante said that’s “probably not” at a level that’s
“adequate for controlling the spread” of the virus mov-
ing forward. 

As the weather warmer, Mercatante and other offi-
cials said it’s positive that a lot more people will be out-
side. Still, it’s a balance, she said. If it becomes too hot,
she said people may retreat indoors, where the risk of
transmission is higher.

Summer
Continued from Page 1A

dedicated to helping with food insecurity in the area,”
Fagan said.

The nonprofit’s official board meeting is scheduled
for June 23 where they will discuss bylaws and choose
board members. But right now, the biggest concern is
getting stuff in the ground, Fagan said.

Which is why she was at Goodells County Park May
14, planting onions with St. Clair County Farm Mu-
seum board member Bob Sullivan.

Along with forming partnerships with organiza-
tions like the Blue Water Indigenous Alliance and Blue
Water Mutual Aid, the nonprofit also formed a part-
nership with the museum, which has offered it a few
fertilized and tilled acres for planting.

Sullivan said the museum property was once a poor
farm, a place where people could work, be supported
and have housing. 

“Helping the community’s a good idea,” he said.
Seed & Soul Society is hosting a corn and potatoes

planting event from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday at the
museum at 8310 County Park Drive, catered by Moe's
Corner Deli, and is looking for around seven volun-
teers.

There is also a foraging workshop June 6 in Jeddo,
where a certified forger will show people what’s edible
and medicinal in nature, Fagan said.

The ultimate goal is to see more gardens and the
number of food insecure people decrease. When there
are food giveaways, people hardly ever see fresh fruits
and vegetables and the nonprofit wants to help change
that, she said.

Seed & Soul Society’s founding members were also
involved with creating the Port Huron Urban Farming
Initiative, spearheaded by Julian Ruck’s business First
Church of Music LLC.

Seed & Soul Society formed after a split, Fagan cit-
ing different ideas about community service and Ruck
citing personality conflicts.

Both organizations aim to give fresh food to the
community, and Fagan said they’re excited for any
group that wants to do that.

“... anyone working toward ending hunger in this
community is on the same team...we’re just playing
different positions on the field,” Ruck said in a written
message.

Moldovan said food insecurity is an issue in the
area and people became hyper aware of it during the
COVID-19 lockdown, when they went to the store and
discovered a lack of produce or other items.

“I think we all collectively felt food insecurity to-
gether,” he said.

Seed & Soul Society is offering people the ability to
access fresh, non-processed food here in the area, he
said.

Green said moving forward the nonprofit will try to
bring more education to the community, have more
volunteer events and donation drives.

This movement is about uniting under the common
goal of addressing food insecurity and the more people
they have involved, the more they can do.

“You have to be the change you want to see in the

world,” she said.
People interested in learning more about the non-

profit can go to its Facebook pageand website and peo-
ple interested in learning more about the museum can

visit its website or call (810) 325-1737.
Contact Bryce Airgood at (810) 989-6202 or bair-

good@gannett.com. 

Seed
Continued from Page 1A

Seed & Soul Society founding member Heather Fagan makes holes to plant onions on a farm plot in Goodells
County Park on May 14. BRYCE AIRGOOD/TIMES HERALD

into the Law Enforcement Information Network as
missing, and databases were checked to see if any law
enforcement officers had run her license plate. 

Investigators retrieved cell phone data that indi-
cates Moses may have been driving from about 2:15
a.m. until 9:15 a.m. on May 4 in the general areas of Ira,
Casco, Cottrellville, China and East China townships
and Marine City. She was believed to have been in the
M-29 area of Marine City at about 5:15 a.m., police
said. 

It is believed her vehicle was seen on two surveil-
lance cameras in the early morning hours of May 4
northbound on M-29 passing the Marine City Police
Department. The vehicle then turned east on Fair-
banks Street. It is unknown where the vehicle went af-
ter that, the sheriff department said. 

Since her disappearance, police have been checking
turnouts, state game areas, businesses and other loca-
tions where a vehicle might be located, but not no-

ticed, the sheriff department said. 
Police said open riverbank and open water entry

points were checked for any sign of Moses. A search of
the St. Clair River and Belle River was also made by air

and sonar with no sign of the vehicle, according to the
department. 

On the afternoon of May 8th, Michigan State Police
reviewed Nadine’s cell phone data and conducted a
flyover of an extensive area based on pings to her
phone or cell tower data provided, the sheriff depart-
ment said. 

On Wednesday, the sheriff department received a
tip from a drone operator regarding what he believed
to be a vehicle submerged in the St. Clair River off Al-
gonac State Park. The St. Clair County Sheriff Dive
Team located the item, which ended up being a pile of
logs.

Sheriff department detectives continue to follow up
on Crime Stoppers tips and other possible leads. Dep-
uties continue to search for the vehicle throughout the
county.

Todd Moses has said his mother has mild cognitive
impairment due to her age, but no diagnoses of de-
mentia or Alzheimer's. She has never left home and
not returned home, he said.

Crime Stoppers is offering up to $2,500 for any in-
formation that could help locate her. Crime Stoppers
can be contacted at 1-800-SPEAK-UP or online at
www.1800speakup.org.

Moses
Continued from Page 1A

A prayer vigil was held for Nadine Moses Tuesday, at
First United Church of Christ in Richmond. Moses has
been missing since May 4. BRIAN WELLS/TIMES HERALD


